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ASIAN ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY 
Motion 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [11.40 am] — without notice: I move — 
That the Legislative Council commends the McGowan Labor government for the release of the 
“Asian Engagement Strategy Consultation Paper” and for holding the inaugural Western Australian–
ASEAN trade and investment dialogue. 

On 2 May 1829, almost 190 years ago, the Swan River Colony was established and proclaimed. Three years later 
its name was changed to the colony of Western Australia. The connection between Western Australia and Asian 
countries and people began after European settlement in the early stage of Western Australia’s history. Shortly 
after the establishment of the settlement in 1829, the first person of Chinese heritage, Moon Chow, and the first 
two people of Indian heritage, Chan Homed and Mosam Nochachaneer, came to Western Australia. Other Asian 
people came to Western Australia, such as Japanese pearl divers, Afghan cameleers, and many Malaysian and 
Filipinos. Although the colonial and federal governments’ subsequent restrictive immigration policy aimed to stop 
immigration from Asia, the connection was never severed. In fact from the late 1940s to 1970s, successive Labor 
and Liberal governments worked consistently towards a non-discriminatory immigration policy. Since the 
abolition of the White Australia policy and the introduction of multiculturalism in Australia, Australia and Asia 
have grown closer and closer. Asian Western Australians are today part of our community. For example, among 
the 2.5 million non-Western Australians, 100 000 are of Chinese heritage, 70 000 are of Indian heritage, and over 
120 000 were born in Association of South-East Asian Nations countries, including Indonesia, Thailand, 
Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines, Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, Brunei and Laos. 
Asian countries are very important trading partners for our state. China is our largest trading partner and Japan is 
our second-largest trading partner; and if we take ASEAN countries as a single market, they are the third-largest 
trading partner for the state of Western Australia. Ninety per cent of our state’s merchandise exports go to Asia; 
in 1990 the figure was only 55 per cent. Members can see that there has been a huge increase in our exports to 
Asia. We have heard that agriculture is a great business in our state, and it is also a great exporter for our state 
economy. Asian countries love to buy our resources—minerals, iron ore and other resources—and agricultural 
products. Asian countries are also very important for our imports. Around 64 per cent of our merchandise imports 
are from Asian countries. We have a huge, huge trade surplus from trading with Asian countries. Our export value 
is about five times that of our imports, so we are making a lot of money from trading with Asian countries. 
Asian countries are also very important for tourism and our international student intake. Tourists come from every 
Asian country every year. Our Asian visitors have doubled from 226 700 to 446 800. Forty-six per cent of our 
tourists are from Asia; meanwhile, 61 per cent of WA’s outbound visitation is to Asian countries. During the past 
decade our international students increased by 62 per cent, from 23 314 to 37 853. Asia is very important to our 
economy. As Asian countries develop, it is more important than ever that we capitalise on that unique opportunity. 
The situation is this: Asia has more than four billion people—more than half the world’s population. Our nearest 
neighbour, Indonesia, has over 262 million people, and Asia is expected to maintain its population into the 
foreseeable future. Economically Asia is also on the rise. In the 1980s, Asian countries accounted for about 
20 per cent of the world’s economy; that figure is now well over 40 per cent and is estimated to reach 45 per cent 
by 2023—just a few years from now. 
About 15 years ago, during my university days, I was involved in a class discussion about the Indonesian–Australian 
relationship. An argument was made about the size of the Indonesian economy, which back then was about the 
size of the economy of New South Wales. Someone asked why we were putting Indonesia at such a high level 
when the economy was only the size of the largest state of our country. Fast-forward 15 years, and Indonesia 
has the largest economy in South-East Asia and is ranked about sixteenth in the world. The Australian economy 
is fourteenth. Indonesia is projected to become the fourth-largest economy by the middle of this century. It is 
very important that we capitalise on and utilise that, and to be part of that growth for the benefit of our state and 
other people. 

Economic growth also means increasing income. Average personal income in Asian countries has doubled since 
2000, and that is expected to increase. That means an increase in purchasing power; Asians will have more money 
to buy more stuff from us, to send their children to study here, to visit and hopefully to spend a lot of money in 
our beautiful state.  

We cannot just sit back and wait for things to happen. Although the number of international visitors and international 
students has been on the rise, our share of Australia’s overall visitor and student numbers are decreasing. We have 
to be more proactive and look for ways to make us more attractive so we can capture this opportunity. 
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Just last week, the McGowan Labor government released its Asian engagement strategy consultation paper at 
the inaugural Western Australian Association of South-East Asian Nations Trade and Investment Dialogue. 
I remember back in 2016 when I was going through WA Labor’s plan for jobs and working through 138 pages, 
translating it into the Chinese language, that I read this chapter and was very much looking forward to the 
election of the McGowan Labor government so we could put our great policies into reality. I have had an 
opportunity to read the consultation paper. I must say it is a very comprehensive document. It defines what is 
meant by Asia and which countries are included in that definition. It looks at Asia’s growth. It looks at our 
relationship with Asian countries and how we, as a state, both at the government-to-government level and 
people-to-people level, engage with Asia. In addition to our economic ties, the paper discussed the importance 
of cultural exchange and people-to-people connection. The paper also invites submissions on a number of 
questions. The first ones were — 

1. What type of Asian engagement activities are you currently involved in and why? 

2. What are your priorities for Asian engagement in the future? 

3. Are there any specific factors that assist or limit your Asian engagement activities? 

4. Thinking about Western Australia as a whole, how can the State better engage Asia for the 
future? 

The deadline for submissions is 18 January 2019 and can be submitted via email to 
asianengagement@jtsi.wa.gov.au. 

As I said, the consultation paper was launched at the inaugural WA ASEAN Trade and Investment Dialogue, 
which was attended by a range of excellent speakers and participants, such as Dr Muhamad Chatib Basri, former 
Minister of Finance of the Republic of Indonesia; Professor Gordon Flake, CEO of Perth USAsia Centre; and our 
own Minister for Asian Engagement—the first Minister for Asian Engagement appointed in the history of our 
state—Hon Bill Johnston, MLA, who himself is a fluent Indonesian speaker. 

I am very pleased that the government is delivering on its promises. It is very important that we have a plan to 
capitalise on every opportunity available to advance the interests of our people and the interests of our state. There 
is an old saying that if you fail to plan, you plan to fail. I think the government is certainly being very proactive 
and positive about the opportunities that are literally at our doorstep but, as the government has been doing, we 
need to be proactive, take the opportunities when they come and ensure we make the most of them. 

I commend the government and the minister for the positive action they are taking. 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [11.53 am]: 
I thank Hon Pierre Yang very much for bringing forward this discussion in Parliament today. It is a very important 
area. It is important for us to understand where our geography places us in the world and the opportunities we have 
for cultural and trade ties with our neighbours to the north. I take this opportunity to again particularly acknowledge 
Hon Pierre Yang—how fantastic that we now have greater diversity within our Parliament, courtesy of 
Hon Pierre Yang. I do not think he is the first person of Chinese descent we have had in the Parliament. 

Hon Pierre Yang interjected. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I think there was another when I was here. Hon Pierre Yang might find that 
Hon Mark Nevill had Chinese in his ancestry, if I remember this rightly, as I think a great many Australians may 
have a bit of that ancestry. 

Hon Pierre Yang: Hon Helen Bullock. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: Yes, Hon Helen Bullock. 

It is fantastic that Hon Pierre Yang is here and is using his very considerable skills to encourage relatively more 
recent arrivals in Australia from China to get involved in community life. Hon Pierre Yang has put on some very 
interesting events in which the Australian political process is discussed by many of our more recent arrivals to this 
state. I want to compliment, of course, Minister Bill Johnston for this fantastic work. A very important commitment 
was made by the McGowan Labor Party in the lead-up to the election to ensure that we developed a much stronger 
presence in and focus on those relationships with our Asian neighbours, and that we possibly more deeply 
recognise and entrench within governmental structures the understanding that our major partnerships lie with the 
countries of ASEAN and North Asia. 

I will not recite all our shared trade history, but I will say that Hon Bill Johnston has very much been at the heart 
of forming this policy. As Hon Pierre Yang said, he is someone who has made it his business to understand one of 
our nearest neighbours, Indonesia, and has developed extraordinary fluency in that language. It is something, 
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I guess, that we would like to see being done much more in this state. I understand that Minister Sue Ellery has 
put a particular emphasis on getting languages other than English back into the school curriculum. 

Hon Peter Collier: It is a national agreement; it had nothing to do with her. Give me a break. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I have to say, Hon Peter Collier, certainly when I was a federal member, from 
the work I was looking at, the number of schools in Western Australia that taught students about Indonesia and 
Asian languages, for example, was unfortunately on the decrease. There are many reasons for this, but we have 
made a very clear commitment to refocus on that language aspect. We have seen the Premier himself make 
a number of important visits to China as part of our Asian engagement. Indeed, I was very pleased to represent the 
government at the massive import exhibition that President Xi sponsored in Shanghai earlier this month. It was 
clearly very important that Western Australia be involved, and we were there, present and engaged in the signing 
of many memoranda of understanding, some with mining or technology companies and others with producers of 
agricultural products or quality premium food products. We took the need to be involved in that very seriously and 
put a huge effort into ensuring there was a Western Australian presence there. Hon Pierre Yang talked about the 
very successful initial dialogue by Hon Bill Johnston and set out the fact that this was well supported by business and 
the general public. The consultation paper is out for public comment until 18 January 2019. Minister Bill Johnston 
has quite rightly said that it is a cracking read and we really want to give people who have knowledge of this area 
an opportunity to directly inform government policy. Many ministers are involved in cementing this work. I want 
to particularly acknowledge the work of Minister Paul Papalia, who is doing extraordinary work towards getting 
direct flights from both China and India to Perth. I recognise that will of course make a very significant change to 
the attractiveness of Western Australia as a tourist destination, as a destination for education, and of course as 
a place to do business. Currently, we are under-serviced in this regard and we believe there are very strong 
arguments for and benefits for us to gain by getting these direct services. We hope that work will bear fruit. 

We are also working through our portfolio in a number of areas. In particular, through the Peel Development 
Commission, we have developed a very close relationship with Singapore and the Murdoch University campus in 
Singapore. We also have an investment partner in Fund Singapore. We recognise there is a symbiotic relationship 
here with food production and that we can help out Singapore. We also have strong ties, which have been 
constantly developed, with our friends in both Malaysia and Indonesia. We hosted a delegation of Malaysians who 
are interested in getting involved in investment in abattoirs and meat production in Western Australia. We also 
have ongoing dialogue with our friends in Indonesia. 

This is a great initiative and we are really pleased that, to date, it really does seem to be delivering results for 
Western Australia. 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.04 pm]: I, too, acknowledge 
Hon Pierre Yang; he has done it again! He comes into this Parliament, brings in these motions, and we always 
have rolled-gold first-class debates. Of course it is important to have this discussion about our closest, one of our 
friendliest, and our largest trading partners—the broader Asian community. 

Hon Charles Smith interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: We are discussing the matter of Asian engagement, so I will let the member single out 
the parts. I will talk about individual parts of Asia as I go through my discussion. Again, I think the honourable 
member has brought a very worthwhile and worthy motion to the house and I am interested in the broader debate. 

It has not always been this way—that everybody is so enthusiastic about Asia and trade with Asia. I will take the 
opportunity to acknowledge the great work of the McGowan government—the Premier, and the Minister for 
Asian Engagement, Hon Bill Johnston—in delivering this election commitment and also meeting the objectives 
of the WA Labor platform. I think members appreciate that in a social democratic political party, members have 
their say, and our platform is the way for members to have their say. Our political party is fulfilling its obligations 
to our membership, because it was something that was agreed to by our members. The consultation paper is now 
before us and it is a cracking read. I encourage members to have a look at it and have their say in the process. 

I want to go back a little bit because I will never miss an opportunity to talk about one of my political heroes, the late 
Gough Whitlam. It is widely known that Whitlam’s leadership in his first visit to China as Leader of the Opposition 
and later as Prime Minister—I will touch more on those a little bit later—opened up diplomatic relations with 
China. Members can read a lot of articles about this, but I have chosen today to share with members an article from 
the Australia China Business Council, which I thought would be a very objective view of Whitlam’s contribution 
to the relationship, specifically with China, but I think it flowed more broadly into Asia as well. The article was 
written by Greg Mikkelsen back in 2014. It lists Whitlam’s five greatest contributions to the Australia–China 
relationship. I will read through them. The first is the advocacy for diplomatic relationships with communist China. 
I quote — 
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Gough Whitlam was one of the early few to openly advocate for recognition of communist China. On 
August 12 1954 he famously said “It is about time that, like the United Kingdom and France, we 
recognised the communist government of China”. This was a bold step for Whitlam as it did not represent 
his party’s policy at the time. 

He was brave. It continues — 

However, a year later, after much debate, recognition of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was 
adopted as part of the Labor Party’s policy. Whitlam’s motivation for advocating diplomatic relations 
with China was to end the containment and hostility towards China, which he saw as a principal cause of 
conflict and suffering in the Asian region, in particular the Vietnam War. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: What year was that? 

Hon DARREN WEST: It was in 1954. I believe it was in his inaugural speech. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: In 1954 not 1964? That is unbelievable! 

Hon DARREN WEST: Yes. 

I remind members of the context in which that decision might have been made. We ended up having to endure 
23 years of conservative rule in which China was vilified. The election slogans were, “The reds are under the beds. 
They’re coming after you!” Some things never change, members, do they? 

The second contribution is the 1971 Labor delegation to China. I quote — 

As the Opposition Leader of the time, Whitlam’s visit to China ‘transformed his image from that of an 
opposition leader to a statesman-to-be’. Although openly criticised by the then Prime Minister McMahon 
for endangering Australia–US relations, Whitlam proved to be in tune with world sentiments towards 
China as it was later announced that President Nixon would visit China the next year. Whitlam’s 
achievements were praised by the media as he was able to ‘capture the public imagination’ and 
orchestrated a ‘masterpiece in diplomacy, public relations, mental agility and sheer tactics’. 

The third point is Australia’s formal recognition of the People’s Republic of China. I quote — 

‘The establishment of diplomatic relations between Australia and China was the single most important event 
in relations between our two countries in the twentieth century.’ After taking office on 2 December 1972, 
Gough Whitlam made it a priority to formalise recognition of communist China. The recognition 
negotiations were concluded in record time, largely due to the personal goodwill established between 
Zhou Enlai and Whitlam during his visit the year earlier. The Whitlam government took just 20 days to 
conclude negotiations, whereas the Canadian government took 20 months. 

4. 1973 Prime Ministerial visit to China 

On 31 October 1973, Gough Whitlam became the first Australian Prime Minister to visit China. Whitlam 
and his wife were greeted on the tarmac by Zhou Enlai and a large crowd waving Australian flags. On 
the way to Beijing, loudspeakers played Click Go the Shears, The Road to Gundagai and Waltzing Matilda. 
The ceremony was reported to be much more elaborate than that given to President Nixon on his visit the 
previous year. Whitlam spent 17 hours speaking with Zhou Enlai. “When two countries haven’t talked 
for 23 years, there is a lot to be said’, one official observed. The four-day visit was a great leap forward 
for Australia–China relations and ended the lost contact between the two countries. Whitlam also 
announced a $250 million … sugar export agreement to China. 

5. Enduring legacy and continued support 
The actions taken by the Whitlam Government transformed the Australia–China relationship from one 
characterised by caution, fear and suspicion into one characterised by friendship, engagement and mutual 
economic benefit. The fact that China is now Australia’s largest trading partner is testament to this. 
Fifteen years after visiting China, Whitlam continued to promote Australia–china relations, serving as the 
Chair of the Australia–China Council between 1986 and 1991. 

It is important to realise how we got to this point, at which 90 per cent of the merchandise going out of this country 
is traded into Asia. It is an enormous trading relationship and vitally important to not just us, but also Asia. We 
are in the same time zone as much of Asia, and we have very good relations with our closest neighbours in 
Indonesia, East Timor and New Guinea, right up through to China and Japan. There is a link between the 
two motions debated this morning. At the moment our farmers are harvesting what I think will be one of the state’s 
biggest ever feed barley crops, and much of that is being exported to China at record prices, and is very profitable 
to our farmers. It is becoming a staple of our cropping regime. We in the Labor Party have a lot to be proud of in 
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fostering these relationships with Asia, in particular China, and working with it for the economic betterment of 
both countries. 

I acknowledge the good work that has gone into this consultation paper, and I encourage people from every sector 
to be involved in this process to further improve our relations with our closest neighbours and biggest trading 
partners in Asia, just as was proposed by the great man himself right back in 1954. He did so much to foster the 
relations between our countries. I look forward to the rest of the debate. We can have this debate in a constructive 
way that leads to good outcomes. The McGowan government is spot-on the mark with this initiative, and I now 
look forward to greater involvement from members of the business community. We have all kinds of opportunities 
before us in our trading relationships with our near neighbours. With much pride we move to the next phase, and 
we will all have a lot to be very thankful for in our close cultural, business and tourism ties in the future. All kinds 
of opportunities await us, and I cannot wait to get on with them. 

HON LAURIE GRAHAM (Agricultural) [12.14 pm]: I thank Hon Pierre Yang for bringing this private 
member’s motion before us today. It is a very timely discussion about our need to have relationships with Asia. 
I commend the McGowan Labor government on the allocation of $800 000 in the 2017–18 budget and over the 
forward estimates for the Asian engagement strategy, to ensure the success of the strategy. I would like to make 
a few comments about the report before we get into it. In 1990, the value of exports was about $15 billion, of 
which $12 billion was going to this area. In 2015, about $118 billion was going to the same area. Obviously, those 
figures are not in adjusted dollar terms, but looked at as a percentage of trade, 55 per cent of the trade went into 
this area in 1990, and that has grown by a staggering 30 per cent to 85 per cent. Iron ore represented $1 billion in 
sales in 1990, and that has gone to about $60 billion today. In 1990, iron ore represented about 25 per cent of the 
trade. The price of iron ore in 1990 was almost $20 a tonne. In 2015, iron ore represented 60 per cent. The most 
interesting statistic on these graphs is our relationship with other areas. In 1990, the USA was taking about 
10 per cent of the trade, but it almost disappears from the graph today. I would suggest it is less than a couple of 
per cent. There has been a very big change in that time. 

Iron ore exports from Port Hedland, the largest bulk mineral export port in the world, represent one-quarter of 
Australia’s port exports, and three per cent of the gross domestic product. With the recent surge in investment in 
lithium mining for batteries, WA stands ready to become a major supplier of all materials required for the latest 
digital technology—lithium, rare earths, copper and other mineral resources used to manufacture the latest digital 
devices. Great opportunities for downstream processing of lithium will occur in the next few years, and we will 
need to deal with our Asian partners to get the best benefit from this. 

I want to make some comments on the changes in trading patterns I have seen over the time I have been involved. 
When I commenced work in the 1960s, Singapore and Malaysia were the major trading partners, taking products 
such as tomatoes, live sheep and vegetable products by sea. They were very small quantities, obviously. That trade 
was soon taken over by changes in vessel type at the time. The older passenger–cargo vessels that used to ply these 
routes on this service became uncompetitive and were replaced by more efficient transport means. Air cargo started 
to come into it, and also dedicated vessels for vegetables, live sheep and grains. Those markets could not take all 
the product available due to the storage capacity, and much of the trade, particularly from regional 
Western Australia, was lost to other markets. Next was the push to make Western Australia the food bowl for Asia, 
but that never eventuated, when growing large quantities of vegetables using cheap water from the Ord River was 
proven to be cost prohibitive. I am of the view that we have now done the full circle—with the cost of transport 
from Western Australia to eastern states’ markets meaning that vegetable growers are no longer able to compete 
in those markets, growers are now eyeing the Asian area for opportunities to supply high-quality products by air 
services. Air transport was cost prohibitive in the past, but with the improved economic situation in Asian 
countries, they are now in a position to pay the prices that will allow these products to be exported in this manner. 
Even in Geraldton, exporters are gearing up to see whether they can break into that same market. Although they 
talk of a dedicated plane out of Geraldton, I doubt very much whether that will happen. It may be that they can get 
that plane to do a multi-stop trip to get the amount of product they require. 

I turn now to fisheries. The Western Rock Lobster Council press release on 8 December 2017 states — 

The Western Rock Lobster industry is a major contributor to economic growth and job creation in 
Western Australia, according to comprehensive economic analysis that quantifies the fishery’s 
contribution to the State for the first time. 

Launched today by Fisheries Minister, the Hon Dave Kelly MLA, the report reveals the industry 
contributed $505 million and supported more than 2 400 direct and indirect jobs across the State in 2016–17. 

Larger boats now make up a big portion of that industry, and there is an economic loss to the towns that service 
the small fleets today. However, with the change in transportation methods and packing and handling, there has 
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been much value added to the jobs in sales and distribution that has largely offset the smaller fleet. Ninety per cent 
of Western Australia’s rock lobster is exported to China alone. With the development of aquaculture around WA, 
the future market for our fresh fish is massive. We have seen the first steps taken with the agricultural zones being 
allocated to Huon Aquaculture in the Abrolhos Islands area. It was not long ago—up until about the 1980s—that 
the United States purchased most Western Australian rock lobster with little if any being sold live. Then came the 
Japanese, who took the high quality lobster, with the balance being exported to the US. Next came the Chinese, 
who competed with the Japanese aggressively for this market, but once the markets in China expanded, they took 
over the market for WA lobster. I do not know whether it is a good thing or a bad thing to have it all in the one 
marketplace. At one stage they liked only a particular lobster; now they seem to like any product that is available 
as long as it is live. 

I turn now to food. I quote from a report entitled “The State Government and WA’s Economic Future  
in the Indo–Pacific” authorised by research officer Hugo Seymour and published in November 2018.  
Mr Seymour notes — 

This shift in the global economic centre of gravity to the Indo-Pacific generates tremendous opportunities 
for Western Australia. Sixty percent of the world’s population reside within a two-hour time zone of 
Perth, and more than three billion middle class people will live in this zone by 2030. New economic 
opportunities exist for WA exporters in the resources sector, as well as in agribusiness and advanced 
manufacturing. Further, the unprecedented rise of Asia’s middle class is increasing regional demand for 
education, healthcare, professional and technical services. 

More than three billion middle-class people will have a big appetite for quality food. Western Australia’s green 
agricultural and horticultural produce will be in high demand throughout Asia if we work to develop existing 
markets and establish new markets now. We are well positioned to capitalise on demand from Asia. 

Thank you, Mr Acting President; I will cut my contribution short, as I did not realise that I had run out of time. 

HON KYLE McGINN (Mining and Pastoral) [12.23 pm]: I also thank Hon Pierre Yang for raising the issue 
of Asian engagement in private members’ business today. It is great timing and relevant that we have this 
discussion. I start my comments by going back to where I grew up, which was Darwin in the Northern Territory. 
Darwin as a whole is well known for multiculturalism and as the gateway to the north with Asia at its doorstep. 
It has tried for many years to ensure that it gets its policies right and that it markets itself to Asia in the right 
way. Doing that in the right way is the main point I want to emphasise. In Darwin, we see investment with the 
mining industry and oil and gas. But if we look at it on a lower level, I am sure that people who have been there 
will have gone to the Mindil Beach Markets, which are massive markets held seasonally. The multiculturalism 
and particularly the Asian influence is massive. Tourists from Western Australia and other parts of Australia go 
to the markets specifically for the laksa served there, because it is spot-on. We as a state need to ensure that we 
focus on this engagement as a whole and get it right, because if we get it wrong, it will be viewed badly in the 
public eye and get us onto bad ground. 

With some of the industries that open up in engagement, particularly with the strategy and good work that we are 
doing there currently, I like to look back at some of the things that we used to do that we could adapt today and tie 
into the Asian market. As a seafarer, I have a big interest in state shipping. The State Ships service operated in 
Western Australia for many years. It was started mainly to supply the north because we did not have the roads 
et cetera to get there. We saw recently the floods in the Kimberley. If we had a state shipping service, we would 
have been able to get much-needed supplies to those areas. If we think about how we can modernise that to engage 
with Asia, we can also connect many dots in the local economy. For example, the price of airfares has been a big 
debate in my electorate. If a state ship was half passenger ship–half cargo with the capacity for refrigeration units 
on board, potentially over 100 containers could run from Fremantle connecting our tourism dots and stopping all 
the way along the coast in Exmouth, Karratha, Port Hedland and Broome, and then travelling across to Singapore. 
We have some of the best seafood and red meat in the world, and everyone knows it. Our state shipping could 
offer the tourism aspect so that people could jump on in Fremantle and hop off in Exmouth, stay there for a couple 
of weeks and jump back on the ship on its way down—and it would be affordable because it was offset by the 
price of what the cargo was transporting up. Obviously state shipping is not around, and there are reasons for that. 
That is why I say that we need to modernise the system. Getting a connection from Broome directly across to 
Singapore and engaging on that level consistently when it is known that every 18 days that ship will be in Singapore 
will enable that trade market to be opened up a lot more. 

Hon Laurie Graham mentioned crayfish. I do not want to start a big debate on whether South Australia or 
Western Australia has better crayfish. I spent some time in South Australia and the crayfish there are a bit bigger — 

Hon Stephen Dawson: I can tell you ours are better. 
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Hon KYLE McGINN: — but Western Australia’s are a lot sweeter! South Australia may have size, but we have 
quality, that is for sure. It is clear to see that we have quality because the Asian market is engaging in that industry. 
We can see that all the way along the coast. Carnarvon has prawns and crabs—beautiful seafood coming out of 
our ocean. Ensuring that we get them to the floor with engagement with Asia is critical. 

We cannot talk about any type of strategy without mentioning iron ore. Port Hedland is probably one of the craziest 
places I have ever seen. When I was up there as a union official, it was hard to understand the context of the amount 
of iron ore that left that place. Until one goes there and gains an understanding of that, one never fully understands 
that a lot of that product is going to the Asian market, particularly China. I had the privilege of going across to 
Hong Kong and seeing the next stage of that process. They are just building and building. They were building 
a 50-kilometre bridge over the water. Those are the types of engineering feats that we could only dream of down 
here. We need to engage with them as much as we can to try to grab specialities such as engineering and adapt 
them to what we do over here. In leading the world and smashing through iron ore the way that they are, they have 
learnt a lot of lessons. One of the things that will be critical is ensuring that Western Australian interests are front 
and centre, particularly in the working aspects of whatever we engage with them on. 

I commend the government particularly for pursuing and getting direct flights between Perth and the Asian 
markets. Western Australia has gained a second direct route from China, will have a new direct airline route from 
Japan by 2020, and is investigating opportunities for direct routes from India and other markets. It is really 
important that we get people directly to Perth. The east coast is mentioned in almost every debate we have, but the 
west coast gets left behind. I refer to GST and other things. Tourism is another aspect—we need to stop accepting 
that Bondi Beach and Melbourne will continually get these markets. Western Australia can compete. We have 
some of the best tourism in Australia, if not the world. Our reefs up north in Carnarvon are perfect tourism 
destinations. I constantly see the Asian tourism market adapting into that space. We have to work with them on 
what that will look like in the future. There cannot just be a direct flight to Perth and the expectation that people 
will get up to Carnarvon and Broome; we need to connect the dots. We need to make it as easy as possible for 
them to do that. Releasing a consultation paper and getting in this space and really getting it going is a good start 
from the government. I believe the Minister for Tourism is doing a good job in that space. There are lots of things 
that will come to fruition over this term and terms ahead. It is critical that Western Australia continues to work in 
the space of Asian engagement and continues to work on strategies that benefit Western Australia, and Asian 
countries. I thank Hon Pierre Yang for bringing the motion to the chamber today. I look forward to listening to the 
rest of the debate. 

HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West) [12.31 pm]: Because I was in the chair, I was not going to make 
a contribution to this debate, until I heard Hon Darren West refer in glowing terms, in my view, to the worst 
Prime Minister Australia has ever had. I could not resist the opportunity to make a few comments. 
Hon Pierre Yang usually comes to this house with some pretty sensible motions. The intent of the motion today, 
from what he said, was quite reasonable. Unfortunately, the motion today starts out by commending the McGowan 
Labor government. There has been a bit of a trend in recent years for members opposite to jump up and commend 
the McGowan government. They particularly like to commend the McGowan government for the beginnings of 
things they have just initiated without being able to necessarily say what the result of those things might be! It is 
a very, very common trend. We get this massive self-congratulatory backslapping from members — 

Hon Simon O’Brien: For the release of a consultation paper! 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: This is the release of a consultation paper, which is some action! 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Robin Chapple): Order! We have had the debate in a lot of peace and quiet. 
Just because Hon Dr Steve Thomas is on his feet does not mean members need to interject. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I thank the Acting President for his protection. Members know I am a little sensitive 
on these issues! 

It is another motion in which government members stand up in a massively deluded self-congratulatory way to tell 
everybody what a great job they have done before they have necessarily achieved anything. I could not resist the 
opportunity to make a few gentle comments, particularly after Hon Darren West told us that the Prime Minister 
who told Australia to “sit down and put their feet up; the world owes them a living” had achieved so many great 
things on behalf of Australia. I am sure that the Acting President and other members from the Mining and Pastoral 
Region would be well aware, as would the Minister for Environment, of the great interaction that the north west 
has had with the Asian marketplace. 

Before we jump down to former Prime Minister Whitlam, I have a name that I would like to throw out there. 
Members might have heard of a guy by the name of Sir Charles Court. He did a few things in Western Australia 
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in relation to Asian engagement and the building of Asian markets. He was doing that work significantly through 
the 1960s and 1970s at a time, I would hope members would recognise, when interaction with Asia still carried 
memories of World War II. It was a time when many in our society still held biases. I can remember the comments, 
particularly from veterans down my way. Sir Charles Court stepped into that marketplace at a time when the federal 
government still restricted the sale of iron ore to Japan. Although it is important that we deal with China—I will 
come back to that in a minute—Hon Darren West talked about the great work of former Prime Minister Whitlam 
in developing the marketplace with China. I would like to remind him that the Chinese market is immensely 
important, but for the first 30 to 40 years of that trade, our biggest trading partner was Japan. It was not former 
Prime Minister Whitlam who drove that development out of Australia into the marketplace in Japan; it was this 
guy named Sir Charles Court. He did enormous work with those governments in Canberra—most of the time 
governments of a conservative persuasion. Sir Charles Court went forth into the marketplace and built markets at 
a time when he was told by the commonwealth not only that he could not do it, but also that it was potentially 
a traitorous act of the commonwealth of Australia. 

Hon Pierre Yang: Who was in power at the federal level back then? 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Hon Pierre Yang must have just missed that bit. I said that he generally took on 
governments of the conservative persuasion. It is not the first time that conservative governments and conservative 
members of Parliament in Western Australia have taken on conservative governments over in Canberra or, 
preceding that, in various other places. 

Hon Michael Mischin: Do you happen to remember what the attitude of the union movement was to Asia in 
those times? 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Hon Michael Mischin raises a very good point. If I were quick enough, I would sit 
down and let the honourable member expand upon that a little. It is absolutely true that Sir Charles Court was out 
there building markets in Japan in particular, the country that was our biggest trading partner for three or four 
decades, until China took over—that was the work of a number of governments, which also includes the work of 
another Court Premier of Western Australia in Richard Court, who was also integral in that process—at a time 
when it was immensely unpopular. Although Gough Whitlam’s work in China — 

Hon Simon O’Brien: It was good leadership. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: It was great leadership. It was visionary leadership, Hon Simon O’Brien. 
Sir Charles Court copped considerable criticism for that process at the time. Sir Charles Court was told that 
developing the north west and all of that iron ore up there that people trip over as they walk around that northern 
electorate was not economic. He was then effectively told that even if he could build an industry up there in the 
1960s and 1970s, he should not be allowed to sell it to Japan, which was the biggest marketplace at that point. He 
was adamant and a great believer in the future of Western Australia, and a visionary both in the development of 
the mining sector of Western Australia and a visionary in Asian immigration. I apologise; I should have said Asian 
interaction. I have already called the honourable Ken Baston the honourable Ken Travers today. He will probably 
never forgive me for that. I suspect I will pay for that one well into the future. Hon Ken Baston is definitely a step 
up. My apologies for that. 

Sir Charles Court was a visionary in developing Asian marketplaces and in working with Asian countries. For 
Hon Darren West to come into the chamber this afternoon and talk about the great work of Prime Minister  
Gough Whitlam I think is rather an embarrassment. The government should gloss over that little bit. I suspect that 
if we look at the particular history at that time, Hon Darren West should be saying a much larger thanks to 
Sir Charles Court than he would ever do to one-term Prime Minister Gough Whitlam. 

I now want to get to the substance of this debate. The reality is that activity in the Asian marketplace is absolutely 
essential. Hon Pierre Yang normally moves excellent motions that look at the structure of society. However, on 
this occasion he has kind of gone down the path of Hon Dr Sally Talbot in either commending the government, or 
condemning the opposition. I urge Hon Pierre Yang to go back into his original motions. Asian trade is a very 
important area of debate this afternoon, as agriculture was this morning. Let us have a serious discussion about 
where we might get to in that debate, 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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